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Federal Election Commission
Washingion, [1.C. 20443

Ro: Coptrbutions 1o Texas County Democtatic Parties
Dear Mr. Davis:

This 15 a follow-up to my letter of June L8, 1997, which cootmoed the response of the Natooal
FEducation Association Political Action Commmuttee ("NEA-PAC") to yout June 4, 1997 letter (0 Keo
Melley. T your letter, you stated that o prelbminary review of NEA-PAC's 12 Day Pre-Creneral Keport
{10196 - 10/ 696G indicated that WNEA-PAC had exceeded the contribution Hrol sel forth 1o 2 ULS.C,
§ 441a(a} by making scparate 35,000 contabutions to the Tatrant-County [TX) Democeatic Farty, Lhe
Mallas County (1) Demoeratic Party, the larris County {TX0) Demecratic Farty, and the Texas
Nemocratic Party during 1996, You advised NEA-PAC Lo "notify the recipient and request & refund
of the amount in cxcesy of $5,000," and 10 "inform the Commission of [its] corrective action
mmediztely in wrihiog and provide a photocopy of the refund request seat to the recipient
committee(s)."

In my June 18 lettcr, I mbormed you that:

At the time the contributions wers roade to the county parties, however. it wwas NEA-
PAC's understanding thet each party was separate and distinct from the others and
that none had boen "cstublished, Ananced, mamlamed, or controlled” by the Texas
Democmtic Party, Although there iz nothing in your lztter 1o indicate why this
understanding 1z not correct, NEA-PAC wall not at thas juncture debate the poent.
Thercforc, 1t has written to cach of the coumty pariies requesting a refund of the
$5.000 contribuation it made on Dcmber g, 19945,

Enclosed with my June 18 letter weTe phulmnp:ea n[' ﬂ'.lf! Ir:tt&rs raquﬂsnng refunds that NEA-FAC had
:ﬁ.mtnthr.l.uuntypﬂrueﬁ SCREI : o

On June 28, 1997, Llsﬂ Y Payite, Lhmrp-&rsnn uf the Dﬂllas Cnuutv Dfnmnmnc Pariy, stated thm E
NEA:PAC's requeit for a refund is not well-founded. In a lerter to NEA-PAC ﬁcmmﬂant Gerard |
Folchinski, a copy of which is enclosed for your convenience, M. Pa} ne maintained that "the sl:m,e
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and county patties are not subject w one cotitnbution lom1," and Lhat "the refund that you have
requesied, apparently believiog that this contribution was unlawiul, is not required " NEA-PAC has
roceived no correspondencee, includmp refunds, from the other Texas Coundy Democratic Parties in
gueshion.

NEA-PAC has no desire 1o gt involved 1o a dispute between the Texas County Democratic Parties
and the Federal Election Commission regarding the proper interpretation of tederal and state election
laws. NEA-PAC has made a good faith effort to take the action vou sugpested. and believes it can do
nething more wntil the Cornmission and the Democratic Parties resolye this matier.

If you have any questions tegardinyg this Ictter, please feel free to contlact me.

mincerely, v

‘% UM z/ -~
Richard B. Wilkof
Counse] for NEA-PAC

enclosares: (1)

L4 He

Tion Cameron. Executive Olfce

Fvelyn Temple, Executive Office

Mary Elizabeth Teasley, (Giovernment Relations
Gerard Polchinski, Business and Vinanec
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QOMEISSINR
LISA Y. FBAYNE o
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June 28, 1997
Gerard Polechinskt
Natinnal Education Association

1201 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-3290

Dwear Gerard:

We have received your request for a tefind of your contnbution to the Diallas Coumty
Democratic Party. We understand that the Federal Election Commission has contacted you
abour this contribugion and raised a question about whethar your political committee may have
exceeded the comtribution limits by contributing to the state and county party in Texas.

We are currently addressing this issue with the FEC and have provided nformation to
demonsirate that the state and county Democratic parties are not affiliated, as that term is
defined under the FEC's regulations. The county and state parties have been acting under the
same structure for many years and thers has never been any question of affilistion.  Therefore,
the state and county parties are not subject 1o one contribition limit. We are confident that
the information wa have provided to the FEC demonstrates that there is no affiliation and that
the contnbution your political comminee made (o the party is lawfil,

Therefors, the refund that you have requeated, apparently believing thet this contribution was
urdawiul, is not required. We will alert you in the event there is any additional information
that comes to our attention about this issue in the fisture.

University Tower, Suite 416, LE 15 8440 N Contrat Exprassway  Dallae, Texas 7SE06  {214) B91-1661  FAX (214) 891-0217
B -
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